Long Research Essay
Details of task: will be engaging with the history and theory of art objects from the early twentieth century until today. Building on the material we have encountered in class, you are required to produce a substantial research essay on the theme of ‘Objects of Art’ and / or ‘Art Objects.’ Your essay should demonstrate your ability to research, observe, analyse, and construct arguments in relation to visual materials.
Note: Assignments with bibliographies of less than five reputable sources will be penalised.
 Chicago sighting   
Word limit (where applicable): 2,500 words 
Value: 45% 

Essay Questions
1.     Avant-garde artists of the first half of the twentieth century deployed non-traditional materials to produce new art forms. Argue for or against this statement, remembering to define ‘non-traditional materials.’
 
2.     How and why have artists utilised fetishised objects to challenge gender, racial and / or sexual boundaries and norms? Answer with reference to Freud’s discussion of the ‘fetish.’
 
3.     Develop a close and critical examination of the work of a contemporary artist who collects and displays ‘things.’ Why does your chosen artist collect and arrange, rather than make?  
 
4.     Can there by art without objects?
 
5.      Develop your own question in consultation with the course instructor
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Theories of the Object: 2500 words 45%
Develop a close and critical examination of the work of a contemporary artist who collects and displays ‘things.’ Why does your chosen artist collect and arrange, rather than make?   

Research the work of Ai WeiWei who collects and displays ‘things 
Why does Ai WeiWei collect and arrange, rather than make?

Artist: Ai WeiWei

Background Information/Intro: 

· Ai has faced heavy backlash from the Chinese government during his times as an activist. He was arrested, beaten, isolated and forbidden to travel after denouncing government corruption and lack of respect for human rights and freedom of speech in China.
· His dissident activity has gone hand in hand with his artistic career and he has continued to produce work that testifies to his political beliefs while creating plenty of room for creativity and experimentation at the same time.
· In 2010 Ai won praise for his 100 million hand-painted "sunflower seeds" porcelain installation produced at Tate Modern in London by some 1,600 Chinese artisans. Ai had encouraged visitors to walk on the seeds, until a potential health hazard cornered off the exhibit, considering the fragile sculptures as a metaphor for the downtrodden Chinese people.
· One of Ai’s most unique and intriguing pieces is called “Stack”. It consists of 760 bicycles, all laid on top of one another nearly reaching the ceiling. Ai didn’t necessarily make this art but collected an already existing object that was collated together to create something with a new purpose and meaning. His installation was meant to represent the depth and complexion of the labour force, especially in China. Representing these bicycles in a complex, excessive and autonomous way represents the over-worked labour force, but also the perspective on movement, mass-production and the monotonous nature of humans in the labour workforce.
· Collecting and arranging items from the world. Two utilize scraps in the world, but also it means something and its wold link to the history, instead of making something brand new that doesn’t have a past  
· Object, found object, A found object is a natural or man-made object, or fragment of an object, that is found (or sometime bought) by an artist and kept because of some intrinsic interest the artist sees in it.
· Found objects (sometimes referred to ‘objects trouvere’ by the French) it may be pleased around the house and treated as works of art. As well as it is giving the artist inspiration. The Stack by Ai WeiWei for example collected bicycles and bicycle tires all laid on top of one another nearly reaching the ceiling. Ai has treated it as a natural sculpture as well as sources for his own work.
· Found objects may also be modified by the artist and presented as art, either more or less intact as in the dada and surrealist artist Marcel Duchamp’s ready-mades, or as part of an assemblage. As often, Picasso was an originator. Form 1912 he began to incorporate newspapers and such things as matchboxes into his cubist collages, and to make his cubist constructions from various scavenged materials.

· Extensive use of found objects was made by dada, surrealist and pop artists, and by later artists such as Carl Andre, Tony Cragg, bill Woodrow, Damien Hirst, Sarah Lucas and Michael Landy among many others.
· The Henry Moore Foundation. All Rights Reserved Henry Moore often used the natural objects he collected on his countryside walks- stones, shells, bits of tree root- to inspire his sculptures. For animals Head 1951 he seems to have made direct use of a found stone, using its natural form as the basis for this skull-like head. 



The astounding structure skimming in the Albert Dock, designed by Ai Weiwei (brought into the world 
 in 1957) might in fact be the most significant artist working today in China. Albert Dock has created inventive structure designs and architectural projects for buildings and public spaces – including the Beijing Olympic Stadium. 

Structured particularly for Liverpool, Working Progress (Fountain of Light) appears as a marvellous ceiling fixture, propelled by Tatlin's Monument to the Third International 1919. Had Tatlin's steel and iron glass-clad structure been manufactured, it would have been a taller and more heavenly image of innovation than the Eiffel Tower. It was additionally a result of the period of industrialisation crosswise over Europe that formed the cutting-edge world – and Liverpool particularly. In referencing Tatlin's notorious work, Ai Weiwei helps us to remember the Constructivists' Utopian aspirations for a valiant of-the-art existence, epitomized in physical structures and stunning accomplishments of engineering that would coordinate the new age. The work can be viewed as an image of the extreme change as of now occurring in China, as much as of the social and idealistic desire that are changing the city of Liverpool. 

Yet, the genuine story doesn't begin there – Fountain of Light depends on a Russian work from about a century back. Man-made intelligence's figure rethinks an unbuilt structure from 1919, Vladimir Tatlin's Monument to the Third International. Tatlin proposed a bending working for the central command of the Comintern, the global association that expected to realize world socialism. 


Collecting and categorising objects in order to understand the cultures that created them is another use of found objects often seen in the work of contemporary artists. For his artwork Tate Thames Dig, Mark Dion and a group of volunteers combed the banks of the River Thames for objects. These were then cleaned, catalogued and presented in a’/double-sided old-fashioned cabinet.


The Henry Moore Foundation. All Rights Reserved

Henry Moore often used the natural objects he collected on his countryside walks –stones, shells, bits of tree root – to inspire his sculptures. For Animal Head 1951 he seems to have made direct use of a found stone, using its natural form as the basis for this skull-like head

Succession Marcel Duchamp/ADAGP, Paris and DACS, London 2019

Marcel Duchamp made up the term ‘readymade’ to describe his sculptures made from manufactured objects. His infamous Fountain 1917, an upturned urinal, shocked the art world, raising questions about what art is and the role of the artist. (Find out more about Duchamp’s ready-mades).

Salvador Dali, Gala-Salvador Dali Foundation/DACS, London 2019

Surrealist artists inspired by psychologist Sigmund Freud’s writings about the unconscious and dreams, often juxtaposed unlikely combinations of found objects to create surprising and unsettling sculptures, such as Salvador Dali's Lobster Telephone 1936. (See the glossary definition for the uncanny for more about this).

DACS, 2019

Conceptual artists such as Piero Manzoni, inspired by Marcel Duchamp’s ideas, made extensive used of found objects. Manzoni’s readymade objects sometimes included his own bodily excretions (his breath and his faeces)

Carl Andre/VAGA, New York and DACS, London 2019

Minimalist artists such as Carl Andre used functional manufactured objects to create their minimal sculptures. Their aim was to get the viewer focus on the form of the sculptures rather than the artist’s skill or technique.

Jannis Kounellis

Artists of the rate movement made use of a wide range of natural and everyday materials including, soil, rags and twigs. Rate povera means literally ‘poor art’ and its artists used throwaway materials in order to challenge and disrupt the values of the commercialised art world.

 Mark Dion

Collecting and categorising objects in order to understand the cultures that created them is another use of found objects often seen in the work of contemporary artists. For his artwork Tate Thames Dig, Mark Dion and a group of volunteers combed the banks of the River Thames for objects. These were then cleaned, catalogued and presented in a double-sided old-fashioned cabinet. 


Collecting and categorising objects in order to understand the cultures that created them is another use of found objects often seen in the work of contemporary artists. For his artwork Tate Thames Dig, Mark Dion and a group of volunteers combed the banks of the River Thames for objects. These were then cleaned, catalogued and presented in a’/double-sided old-fashioned cabinet. Collecting and categorising objects in order to understand the cultures that created them is another use of found objects often seen in the work of contemporary artists. For his artwork Tate Thames Dig, Mark Dion and a group of volunteers combed the banks of the River Thames for objects. These were then cleaned, catalogued and presented in a’/double-sided old-fashioned cabinet.
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Found object originates from the French object trouvé, describing art created from undisguised, but often modified, objects or products that are not normally considered materials from which art is made, often because they already have a non-art function.
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https://www.treehugger.com/urban-design/ai-weiwei-bicycle.html

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/article/1872140/chinese-artist-ai-weiwei-collect-lego-fans-around-world-artwork

https://www.galleriacontinua.com/artists/ai-weiwei-77/biography


https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/f/found-object
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